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problems for the coming election. To give Ireland
real control over her affairs was an experiment which
might fail, but at any rate they would be treading in
the path on which Liberal Governments had lately
proceeded with so much consistency and some
success.

" If we fail, we fail in a good cause, and at any rate we
cannot be much worse off than we have been ; but if we
succeed, it will be the greatest feat that the Liberal party
has ever accomplished."

By this time the Prime Minister had become con-
vinced that the notion of a Central Board was done
with. Rosebery, on his side, had a long talk with
Hartington, proposing a meeting of the late Cabinet
to try and arrange an agreement. And he attended
the banquet given to Lord Spencer as a response to
the discreditable attack made upon him by the Irish,
and a section of the Conservatives, in the so-called
Maamtrasna debate. In the course of that tragic
farce John Morley had heard Parnell say, in great
excitement, to one of his party : " This is the greatest
thing we have accomplished." The Radical ex-
Ministers did not attend the banquet, and Hartington
told Rosebery that he did not believe Liberal unity
to be possible, and that the only consideration that
prevented him from throwing up the game was that
the moderate Liberals would be left without a leader.

In the autumn, at the Paisley Liberal Club, Rose-
bery delivered a scathing attack on the Tory alliance
with the Parnellite party, with scornful disbelief of the
Government denials. The Conservative chiefs, he
pointed out, held a meeting many weeks before they
came into power, and decided that if they had a
chance, they would do without exceptional legislation
in Ireland. They had no evidence to go on, except
what they saw in the newspapers. It was surprising,
knowing their utterances, that they were able to meet
in a room at all.